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 Foreword 

This document (EN 50289-3-8:2013) was prepared by CLC/TC 46X "Communication cables". 

The following dates are fixed: 

• latest date by which this document has 
to be implemented at national level by 
publication of an identical national 
standard or by endorsement 

(dop) 2014-09-16 

• latest date by which the national 
standards conflicting with this 
document have to be withdrawn 

(dow) 2016-09-16 

This document supersedes EN 50289-3-8:2001. 

The abrasion resistance test in EN 50289-3-8 has been amended to include the following elements: 

− number of cycles: 50; force: 4 N; and needle diameter: 1 mm. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CENELEC by the European Commission and 
the European Free Trade Association. 

EN 50289-3, Communication cables  Specifications for test methods, is divided into the following sub-
parts: 

− Part 3-1: Mechanical test methods  General requirements; 

− Part 3-2: Mechanical test methods  Tensile strength and elongation for conductor; 

− Part 3-4: Mechanical test methods  Tensile strength, elongation and shrinkage of insulation and 
sheath; 

− Part 3-5: Mechanical test methods  Crush resistance of the cable; 

− Part 3-6: Mechanical test methods  Impact resistance of the cable; 

− Part 3-7: Mechanical test methods  Abrasion resistance of the cable sheath; 

− Part 3-8: Mechanical test methods  Abrasion resistance of cable sheath markings [the present 
document]; 

− Part 3-9: Mechanical test methods  Bending tests; 

− Part 3-10: Mechanical test methods  Torsion and twisting; 

− Part 3-11: Mechanical test methods  Cable cut-through resistance; 

− Part 3-12: Mechanical test methods  Shot gun damage; 

− Part 3-13: Mechanical test methods  Aeolian vibration; 

− Part 3-15: Mechanical test methods  Underwater cable resistance to hydrostatic pressure; 

− Part 3-16: Mechanical test methods  Cable tensile performance; 

− Part 3-17: Mechanical test methods  Adhesion of dielectric and sheath. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard details the method of test to determine the ability of the sheath markings of a 
finished cable used in analogue and digital communication systems to withstand abrasion. 

It will be read in conjunction with EN 50289-3-1, which contains essential provisions for its application. 

Depending on the kind of marking and as indicated in the relevant cable specification, one of the following 
two methods will be used: 

- Method 1: is suitable for rigid marking types like embossing, indenting and sintering;

- Method 2: is applicable to marking types other than embossing, indenting and sintering.

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, 
the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 50289-3-1, Communication cables  Specifications for test methods  Part 3-1: Mechanical test 
methods  General requirements 

EN 50290-1-2, Communication cables  Part 1-2: Definitions 
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