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Foreword 

This document (CEN/TR 16792:2014) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 248, “Textiles and 
textile products”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 
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Introduction 

The General Product Safety Directive 2001/95/EC [1] require all products placed on the market to be safe, 
and provide information on how the safety of products should be assessed. According to the General Product 
Safety Directive [1] product safety may be assessed by reference to the following: 

— specific product regulations; 

— national regulations; 

— European standards which have had their references published in the Official Journal of the European 
Union; 

— other European standards; 

— community technical specifications; national standards (i.e. national standards that are not versions of 
European standards); 

— industry codes of good practice; European Technical Report (TR) 

— state of the art and technology; and 

— the safety which consumers may reasonably expect. 

More details on assessment of product safety are given in the EU The General Product Safety Directive 
2001/95/EC. 

When designing children’s clothing, it is essential to take into consideration the behaviour of children, whose 
need for exploration and challenge drives them to use items in new and different ways. One common factor 
children share is that they are unaware of cause and effect and are therefore substantially less cautious than 
adults in relation to hazards. 

It should be emphasized that consideration of the recommendations given in this Technical Report from the 
earliest possible stage, i.e. the design stage, is of prime importance. 

Recommendations on risk assessment are given in Clause 5. The recommendations given relate only to 
mechanical safety. There are many other safety aspects relating to children’s clothing that need to be 
considered when carrying out a full risk assessment, including chemical safety, thermal protection (against 
heat or cold), avoidance of overheating, flammability, 
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1 Scope 

This Technical Report gives recommendations for the design and manufacture of safe children’s clothing in 
relation to mechanical hazards. 

This Technical Report also gives recommendations on safety aspects of the packaging and display of 
children’s clothing, including guidance for retailers. 

This Technical Report is applicable to clothing including bonnets, hats, gloves, scarves, socks and other 
clothing accessories intended for all children up to 14 years of age. It is suggested that dressing up clothes 
meet the recommendations of this Technical Report in addition to the requirements of EN 71. 

This Technical Report is intended for use at all stages of the clothing supply chain, including use by designers, 
specifiers and manufacturers of children’s clothing. It is also intended to be used by importers, distributors and 
retailers to assist them in the selection of clothing that does not present a hazard. 

This Technical Report is not applicable to: 

a) child care articles, such as bibs, nappies and soother holders;

b) footwear, such as boots, shoes and slippers; or

c) toys and other items sold with the clothing;

as these articles are not within the scope of CEN/TC 248. 

This Technical Report does not include recommendations on any clothing features that might be necessary to 
cater for children with special needs. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, 
the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.  

BS 3084, Slide fasteners (zips) - Specification 

EN 14682, Safety of children's clothing - Cords and drawstrings on children's clothing - Specifications 

EN ISO 139, Textiles - Standard atmospheres for conditioning and testing (ISO 139) 

EN ISO 3758, Textiles - Care labelling code using symbols (ISO 3758) 

EN ISO 6330, Textiles - Domestic washing and drying procedures for textile testing (ISO 6330) 

EN ISO 7500-1, Metallic materials - Verification of static uniaxial testing machines - Part 1: 
Tension/compression testing machines - Verification and calibration of the force-measuring system (ISO 
7500-1) 

EN ISO 10012, Measurement management systems - Requirements for measurement processes and 
measuring equipment (ISO 10012) 

ISO 4915, Textiles - Stitch types - Classification and terminology 
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