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European foreword 

This document (EN 13726:2023) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 205 “Non-active 
medical devices”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by March 2024, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by March 2024. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 13726-1:2002, EN 13726-2:2002, EN 13726-3:2003 and 
EN 13726-4:2003. 

This document is a merger of the previously published individual parts of the EN 13726 standard series. 
Annex A has been included which outlines the rationale for the major revisions of EN 13726 parts 1–4. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the 
United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This document specifies test methods for the evaluation of aspects of absorption of wound dressings, 
test methods for the evaluation of moisture vapour transmission rate of permeable film wound and 
fixation dressings, and test methods to assess waterproofness and extensibility. 

2 Normative references 

There are no normative references in this document. 

STN EN 13726: 2024 Úrad pre normalizáciu, metrológiu a skúšobníctvo Slovenskej republiky

https://www.iso.org/obp
https://www.electropedia.org/

	EN 13726_2023 e_stf.pdf
	European foreword
	1 Scope
	2 Normative references
	3 Terms and definitions
	4 Requirements
	Table 1 — Indicative guide to test methods for wound dressings
	5 Test methods
	Annex A  (informative)  Rationale for revision for EN 13726 parts 1–4
	Annex B  (normative)  Free swell absorptive capacity
	B.1 Significance and use
	B.2 Equipment
	B.3 Procedure
	B.4 Calculation of results
	B.5 Test Report
	Annex C  (informative)  Fluid retention capacity
	C.1 Significance and use
	C.2 Equipment
	C.3 Procedure
	C.4 Calculation of results
	C.5 Test report
	Annex D  (informative)  Absorption under compression
	D.1 Significance and use
	D.2 Equipment
	D.3 Procedure
	D.4 Calculation of results
	D.5 Test report
	Annex E  (normative)  Fluid handling capacity (absorption plus moisture vapour loss (MVL), liquid in contact
	E.1 Significance and use
	E.2 Equipment
	E.3 Procedure
	E.4 Calculation of results
	E.5 Test report
	Annex F  (normative)  Fluid donation of amorphous hydrogel dressings
	F.1   Significance and use
	F.2   Equipment
	F.3   Procedure
	F.4   Calculation of results
	F.5   Test report
	Figure F.1 — Syringe specification
	Annex G  (normative)  Dispersion characteristics of gelling dressings
	G.1 Significance and use
	G.2 Equipment
	G.3 Procedure
	G.4 Calculation of results
	G.5 Test report
	Annex H  (normative)  Moisture Vapour Transmission Rate (MVTR) of a wound dressing when in contact with vapour
	H.1 Significance and use
	H.2 Equipment
	H.3 Procedure
	H.4 Calculation of results
	H.5 Test report
	Annex I  (normative)  Moisture Vapour Transmission Rate (MVTR) of a wound dressing when in contact with liquid
	I.1 Significance and use
	I.2 Equipment
	I.3 Procedure
	I.4 Calculation of results
	I.5 Test report
	Annex J  (normative)  Waterproofness
	J.1 Significance and use
	J.2 Equipment
	J.3 Procedure
	J.4 Calculation of results
	J.5 Test report
	Figure J.1 — Apparatus for measurement of waterproofness
	Annex K  (normative)  Extensibility and Permanent Set
	K.1 Significance and use
	K.2 Equipment
	K.3 Procedure
	K.4 Calculation of results
	K.5 Test report
	Figure K.1 — Areas of dressing for extensibility and permanent set testing
	Annex L  (normative)  Test Solution A — Significance and use
	Annex M  (normative)  Test cylinder for Fluid Handling Capacity and MVTR testing — Equipment
	Figure M.1 — Example of a cylinder that has been found to be adequate
	Annex N  (informative)  Gasket modification for test cylinder (Fluid Handling Capacity)
	N.1 Significance and use
	N.2 Equipment
	N.3 Procedure
	N.4 Test report
	Figure N.1 — Rubber gasket on the test cylinder flange adjacent to the dressing sample
	Annex O  (informative)  Air Expulsion for Fluid Handling Capacity Testing
	O.1 Significance and use
	O.2 Equipment
	O.3 Procedure
	O.4 Test report
	Figure O.1 — Observation of a central dry area on the right side dressing sample backing layer
	Figure O.2 — Elastomeric disc placed underneath the dressing sample
	Figure O.3 — Air expulsion using the plunger through the test cylinder onto the dressing sample
	Annex P  (informative)  Dressing Sizes for Pressure Calculations
	P.1 Significance and use
	P.2 Main elements of a dressing
	P.2.1 General
	P.2.2 Single area dressing
	Figure P.1 — Single area wound dressing
	P.2.3 Dual area dressings
	Figure P.2 — Dual component dressings
	P.2.4 Multi area dressings
	Figure P.3 — Multi area dressings with side profile at bottom. Note that the area of (B) and (C) may be identical
	P.3 Sizing method
	P.3.1 General
	P.3.2 Single area dressings (excluding film dressings)
	P.3.3 Dual area dressings
	P.3.4 Multi-area dressings
	Annex Q  (informative)  Future work
	Bibliography

	Prázdna strana



