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European foreword 

This document (EN 14717:2024) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 121 “Welding and 
allied processes”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2024, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by December 2024. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 14717:2005. 

This document has been prepared under a standardization request addressed to CEN by the European 
Commission. The Standing Committee of the EFTA States subsequently approves these requests for its 
Member States. 

For the relationship with EU Legislation, see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this 
document. 

The main changes compared to the previous edition EN 14717:2005 are as follows: 

a) the document was editorially reviewed; 

b) new terms (ecodesign and improvement of the environmental performance) under Clause 3 added; 

c) the options in Clause 4 were changed to requirements; 

d) all checklist items in Clause 5 were changed to requirements; 

e) new Annex ZA regarding relationship between this document and the ecodesign requirements of 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 2019/1784. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

Protection of the environment is a key political issue in Europe and elsewhere. Protection of the 
environment is taken in a very broad sense. What is meant is the total life cycle aspects of, e.g. a product 
on the environment, including expenditure of energy and during all phases from mining of raw materials, 
fabrication, packaging, distribution, use, scrapping, recycling of materials, etc. However, assessment of all 
aspects of the welded product or structure during its entire lifetime cycle is beyond the scope of the 
present document. The document is limited to aspects directly related to welding fabrication. 

The design of the fabricated structures puts a lower limit on the expenditure of energy during joint 
preparation and welding, on the consumption of consumables and consequently on emissions of fumes 
and gases during welding, etc. but the design phase is not covered by the document. 

Welding fabrication has many environmental aspects. This document provides for a checklist, which may 
be used for identification of environmental aspects during welding fabrication. 

Provisions are restricted to a general guidance. Limit values are specified in national laws. 

Some of the environmental aspects also have an implication for occupational health and safety, but the 
check list in this document is incomplete for this use. 
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1 Scope 

This document provides check lists for the assessment of the environmental aspects of welding 
fabrication of metallic materials including site and repair work. Informative annexes indicate 
recommended actions for avoiding and reducing the possible environmental impacts outside the 
workshop. 

2 Normative references 

There are no normative references in this document. 
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