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Táto norma obsahuje anglickú verziu európskej normy.
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European foreword 

This document (EN 16214-1:2024) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 383 
“Sustainably produced biomass for energy applications”, the secretariat of which is held by SFS. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2025, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by May 2025. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 16214-1:2012+A1:2019. 

EN 16214-1:2024 includes the following significant technical changes with respect to 
EN 16214-1:2012+A1:2019: 

— The document has been updated to be in accordance with the current edition of the sustainability 
criteria of the European Commission Directive 2018/EU/2001, the recast of the Renewable Energy 
Directive (RED II). In particular, the RED II introduces sustainability criteria for forest biomass and 
the directive has also been extended to include solid biomass. 

At the time of publication of this document, Part 1 and Part 3 of the standard series have been updated 
in accordance with RED II, while Part 2 and Part 4 have not been updated and thus follow European 
Commission Directive 2009/28/EC (RED). 

This European Standard comprises the following parts: 

— EN 16214-1, Sustainability and greenhouse gas emission saving criteria for biomass for energy 
applications — Principles, criteria, indicators and verifiers — Part 1: Terminology; 

— CEN/TS 16214-2, Sustainability criteria for the production of biofuels and bioliquids for energy 
applications — Principles, criteria, indicators and verifiers — Part 2: Conformity assessment including 
chain of custody and mass balance; 

— EN 16214-3, Sustainability and greenhouse gas emission saving criteria for biomass for energy 
applications — Principles, criteria, indicators and verifiers — Part 3: Sustainability criteria related to 
environmental aspects; 

— EN 16214-4, Sustainability criteria for the production of biofuels and bioliquids for energy 
applications — Principles, criteria, indicators and verifiers — Part 4: Calculation methods of the 
greenhouse gas emission balance using a life cycle analysis approach. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the 
United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

In December 2018, the recast Renewable Energy Directive 2018/2001/EU (RED II) entered into force, 
as part of the Clean energy for all Europeans package, helping the EU to meet its emissions reduction 
commitments under the Paris Agreement. In RED II, the overall EU target for Renewable Energy 
Sources consumption by 2030 has been raised to 32 %. 

The RED II specifies a series of sustainability and greenhouse gas emission savings criteria that biomass 
for energy applications shall comply with to be eligible for financial support by public authorities. Some 
of these criteria are the same as in the original RED, while others are new or reformulated. In particular, 
the RED II introduces sustainability for forestry feedstocks as well as greenhouse gas emission savings 
criteria for solid and gaseous biomass fuels. 

It is widely accepted that sustainability at large encompasses environmental, social and economic 
aspects. However, this standard series only covers a selection of environmental aspects since the 
standard series has been developed with the aim to assist EU Member States and economic operators 
with the implementation of RED II. This standard series is therefore limited to certain aspects relevant 
for a sustainability assessment of biomass produced for energy applications. This means that 
compliance with this standard series or parts thereof alone does not substantiate claims of the biomass 
being produced sustainably. 
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1 Scope 

This document specifies the terminology to be used in the field of sustainability and greenhouse gas 
emission saving criteria for biomass for energy applications. This document specifically considers some 
relevant terms and definitions used in European Commission Directive 2018/EU/2001, the recast of the 
Renewable Energy Directive (RED II), and the European Commission Directive 2009/30/EC referred to 
as Fuel Quality Directive (FQD), or in other related European regulations. 

2 Normative references 

There are no normative references in this document. 
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