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European foreword 

This document (EN 1838:2024) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 169 “Light and 
lighting”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2025, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by June 2027. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 1838:2013. 

EN 1838:2024 includes the following significant technical changes with respect to EN 1838:2013: 

— Requirements for emergency escape route lighting have been amended to cover the width of the 
escape route; 

— Greater detail has been included for the requirements for emergency lighting of points of emphasis 
and specific areas of hazard; 

— Considerations for emergency lighting systems during and after a premises lockdown or prolonged 
periods where power is disconnected have been added as Annex C.  

This document is read in conjunction with EN 50172. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

Emergency lighting for buildings is provided for use when the supply to the normal lighting fails and is 
therefore powered from a source independent of that supplying the normal lighting. It may provide 
lighting for both safety and operational tasks. 

For the purposes of this document emergency lighting is regarded as a generic term of which there are a 
number of specific forms, as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 — Specific forms of emergency lighting 

Emergency lighting   see Clauses 4, 5, 6 and 7  

Emergency escape lighting, see Clause 4 and 5  
 

 

Escape route 
lighting 

 
see 5.1 

Open area (anti-
panic) lighting 

 
see 5.2 

High-risk task area 
lighting 

 
see 5.3 

Local area 
lighting 

 
see 7.1 

 

Standby 
lighting 

 
see 7.2 

Safety signs including adaptive safety signs  
see Clause 6 

 

Emergency lighting can be provided by maintained luminaires and maintained safety signs when the 
normal lighting is available. Maintained luminaires and maintained exit and safety signs shall operate 
when the normal lighting is required but fails. (Refer to EN 50172 for further details on normal lighting 
failures.) 

Adaptive emergency escape lighting (AEEL) is a technique that can be used as a supplement to 
emergency escape lighting and, when applied to escape routes in addition to emergency escape lighting, 
can enhance their effectiveness in an emergency. These techniques are included in CEN/TS 17951.  
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1 Scope 

This document specifies the luminous requirements for emergency lighting systems, including adaptive 
emergency escape lighting systems, electric emergency lighting, installed in premises or locations where 
such systems are required or needed and which are principally applicable to locations where the public 
or workers have access. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 12665:2024, Light and lighting - Basic terms and criteria for specifying lighting requirements 

EN 50172:2024, Emergency escape lighting systems 

EN IEC 60598-1, Luminaires - Part 1: General requirements and tests (IEC 60598-1) 

EN 60598-2-22, Luminaires - Part 2-22: Particular requirements - Luminaires for emergency lighting 

EN ISO 7010, Graphical symbols - Safety colours and safety signs - Registered safety signs (ISO 7010) 

ISO 3864-1, Graphical symbols — Safety colours and safety signs — Part 1: Design principles for safety signs 
and safety markings 

ISO 3864-3, Graphical symbols — Safety colours and safety signs — Part 3: Design principles for graphical 
symbols for use in safety signs 

ISO 3864-4, Graphical symbols — Safety colours and safety signs — Part 4: Colorimetric and photometric 
properties of safety sign materials 
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