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European foreword 

This document (EN 18056:2025) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 346 “Conservation 
of Cultural Heritage”, the secretariat of which is held by UNI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by October 2025, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by October 2025. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

Although waterlogged archaeological wood might appear intact or in good condition, upon excavation, 
its physical state can be extremely unstable. This is due to severe changes in its properties, caused by 
different deterioration agents during burial. Uncontrolled drying, or even limited exposure to an 
uncontrolled environment, can cause undesirable permanent deformation of the wooden structure 
altering the integrity of the wooden find. 

Microbial activity is the principal agent of degradation in waterlogged environments, and it usually 
proceeds inwards from the outer surface of the wood. 

It affects the physico-mechanical properties of the material (e.g. strength, hardness, shrinkage and 
density) and the structural chemical components of the wood cells. 

The application of a preservation strategy will only be successful once full knowledge of the material to 
be preserved has been recorded. Characterization of the wood is carried out by specialists and is essential 
in order to manage the finds on the site and to aid the implementation of further actions regarding in situ 
preservation, reburial, remedial conservation or preservation by record. 

The management of archaeological wood on archaeological terrestrial sites is covered by EN 16873:2016, 
and in situ preservation and monitoring by EN 17652:2022. 
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1 Scope 

This document provides guidelines for the characterization of waterlogged archaeological wood to 
support decision-making processes for its preservation. 

This document can be applied for the management of wood discovered in waterlogged environments, 
including terrestrial and aquatic (marine and freshwater) sites, as a basis for designing conservation 
strategies (e.g. reburial, in situ preservation, post-excavation storage). In the case of composite artefacts 
made of wood and other materials, this document is applicable only for the wooden components. Methods 
for conservation, site protection and monitoring for reburial as well as in situ preservation are beyond 
the scope of this document. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 15898, Conservation of cultural heritage — Main general terms and definitions 

EN 16085, Conservation of Cultural property — Methodology for sampling from materials of cultural 
property — General rules 

EN 16682, Conservation of cultural heritage — Methods of measurement of moisture content, or water 
content, in materials constituting immovable cultural heritage 
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