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European foreword

This document (EN 18065:2025) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 249 “Plastics”, the
secretariat of which is held by SIS.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by February 2026, and conflicting national standards shall
be withdrawn at the latest by February 2026.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document is part of CEN publications on plastics recycling, listed as follows:
— EN 15342, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Characterization of polystyrene (PS) recyclates

— EN 15343, Plastics — Recycled Plastics — Plastics recycling traceability and assessment of conformity
and recycled content

— EN 15344, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Characterization of Polyethylene (PE) recyclates

— EN 15345, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Characterization of Polypropylene (PP) recyclates

— EN 15346, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Characterization of poly(vinyl chloride) (PVC) recyclates
— EN 15347 (all parts), Plastics — Sorted plastics wastes

— EN 15348, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Characterization of poly(ethylene terephthalate) (PET)
recyclates

— EN 18064 (all parts), Plastics — Quality recommendations and basis for specifications for application
of plastic recyclates in products

— EN 18065, Plastics —Recycled plastics — Classification of recycled plastics based on Data Quality
Levels for use and (digital) trading

— EN 18067, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Characterization of Acrylonitrile-Butadiene-Styrene (ABS)
recyclates

— CEN/TR 15353, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Guidelines for the development of standards for
recycled plastics

— CEN/TR 18160, Plastics recycling — Classification of plastic recyclates as postconsumer recyclates
(PCR) and postindustrial recyclates (PIR)

This document has been prepared under a standardization request addressed to CEN and CENELEC by
the European Commission. The Standing Committee of the EFTA States subsequently approves these
requests for its Member States.

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body.
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
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Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tiirkiye and the United
Kingdom.



STN EN 18065: 2025 Urad pre normalizaciu, metrolégiu a skugobnictvo Slovenskej republiky

EN 18065:2025 (E)

Introduction

This document was drafted as an umbrella standard for a group of standards for the classification of
recycled plastics, pursuant to the Standardization Request of the European Commission (SReq M/584),
annexed to the Commission Implementing Decision C(2022) 5372 as regards plastics recycling and
recycled plastics in support of the European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy. With decision
from August 10, 2022, CEN and CENELEC Technical Boards have accepted the Standardization Request.
[t aims to establish a coherent classification and designation system for recycled plastics, irrespective of
polymer and application type, and provides a unified framework with existing and future standards in
the field of recycled plastics. It further addresses the need of creating digital product passports for
recyclates in order to ensure a unified transfer of data as the material passes through the value chain and
thus enable a more holistic circular economy for plastics.

This document has been developed with a view towards creating synergies between the digital and green
transition from today’s linear towards a truly circular plastics economy. By measuring and controlling
inputs and outputs of the recycling process using standardized sets of data, digital technologies will
enable the reintroduction of materials that have reached their end-of-life back into the orderly fashion of
global supply chains at scale. Such technologies could also support monitoring, reporting and verification
of greenhouse gas emissions for carbon pricing. Digital product passports enable enhanced material,
component and end-to-end traceability and make data more accessible, which is essential for viable
circular business models.!

1 European Commission (2022), 2022 Strategic Foresight Report. Twinning the green and digital transitions in the
new geopolitical context, COM (2022), 289 final, p. 2.
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1 Scope

This document defines a system for the classification of recycled plastics based on the available data
depth (Data Quality Levels, DQL) and provides guidelines for the labelling of the recyclate type and
recycled content in compounds.

It is intended to support parties involved in the use and trading of recycled plastics, explicitly including
digital trading platforms.

2 Normative references
The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content

constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

CEN/TR 15353 Plastics — Recycled plastics— Guidelines for the development of standards for recycled
plastics

CEN/TS 16010, Plastics — Recycled plastics — Sampling procedures for testing plastics waste and
recyclates

CEN/TS 16011, Plastics —Recycled plastics — Sample preparation
EN 17615:2022, Plastics — Environmental Aspects — Vocabulary
EN ISO 472:2013, Plastics — Vocabulary (ISO 472:2013)

EN ISO 1043-1, Plastics — Symbols and abbreviated terms — Part 1: Basic polymers and their special
characteristics (1SO 1043-1)

koniecnahladu -textdalejpokracujevplatenejverzii STN
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